endemic area of Human T-cell Lymphotropic
Virus 1 (HTLV-1) infection (Kohakura et al., 1986a, b) , and S. stercoralis has attracted attentions as an important opportunistic pathogen in adult T-cell leukemia patients (Nakada et al., 1984) . However, the incidence of fatal dissemination among Strongyloides carriers has not been yet known. In order to obtain basic data for estimation of the incidence of fatal case, the prevalence of Strongyloides infection has However, the prevalence in the age groups under 40 years was only 1.6% in males and 0.8% in females. The prevalence recorded in the presest survey was definitely higher than those in previous studies , confirming that the agar-plate culture is highly sensitive compared with the traditional methods (Arakaki et al., 1988 (Arakaki et al., , 1990 . The low prevalence in the younger age groups and significant sex difference have been noticed in all surveyed areas.
As has been already discussed , the aged people apparently acquired the infection during or Fig. 1 ) , where HTLV-1 infection is considerably rare (Kohakura et al., 1986a, b) . Moreover, on Okinawa Island the prevalence of Strongyloides infection is rather higher in northern part than in middle part,
whereas HTLV-1 infection shows a reversed situation (Kohakura et al., 1986a, b) The detection of S. stercoralis from feces is often difficult (Grove, 1989 
